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As the day comes to an end, bedtime draws near. But the little boy in this book is quite sure it is

NOT time for sleeping. As each piece of his evening routine is completedâ€”helping with the dishes,

playing with the dog, getting into pajamas, brushing teeth with Dad, being tucked in by Mom, and

listening to a storyâ€”he becomes a little more certain: it is definitely not time for sleeping. The

question is, when WILL it be time for sleeping? A rhythmic, cumulative text and lush twilit scenes

come together to create a perfect bedtime book that will be treasured for generations to come.
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Behind the Scenes with Lauren Castillo   An inside look at the art behind &#039;It Is Not Time for

Sleeping&#039;, a new picture book from author Lisa Graff and Caldecott Honor Winning illustrator,

Lauren Castillo.

A page of early character studies from my sketchbook, drawn with pen and markers.       A page

from the It Is Not Time For Sleeping sketchbook.       Title page spot illustration, inked and ready to

be painted.



Painted spot art for the dedication page.       A painted spread from the book, almost complete.      

Laundry line in my studio where all the art hangs while I am working on the book.       The painted

cover in progress.

PreSâ€”Bedtime routines are a staple in most young children's lives and can be a source of comfort

as well as conflict. This charming and endearing picture book centers on one little boy who is very

conscious that every task he completes brings him closer to bedtime. When he is taking his bath

and is told to get out soon, he stalls for more time because "it is not time for sleeping." When his

parents remark that he looks cozy after putting on his pajamas he responds, "Not too cozy,"

because, after all, it is not time for sleeping. Readers follow the child and his ever-faithful dog

through each bedtime task, all of which end in the now-familiar refrain. With excellent use of shading

and shadows, the artwork shows the darkening sky through the windows, and a cozy atmosphere

permeates the pages. Ultimately, the boy can't fight his fatigue any longer, and after a hug from his

parents, he declares that it is indeed now time for sleeping. Castillo's evocative illustrations are

warm and comforting and set exactly the right tone. Best known for her middle grade novels, Graff

proves that she can deliver the goods to picture book audiences. VERDICT An excellent candidate

for bedtime sharing or to put together with Jane Yolen's How Do Dinosaurs Say Goodnight and

Greg Pizzoli's Good Night Owl for a sleepy storytime theme.â€”Amy Nolan, St. Joseph Public

Library, MI

Huffington Post Best Picture Books of 2016 "Lisa Graffâ€™s gentle, cumulative phrases and the

ever-deeper hues of Ms. Castilloâ€™s star-spangled pictures make this an excellent choice for

lulling little ones." â€”Wall Street Journal * "Castillo (Nana in the City) conjures security with her

trademark warm colors and solid black contours... Graff (Lost in the Sun) rebalances the traditional

bedtime dynamic ever so slightly, portraying parents who never need to resort to authority, instead

letting the reliable routines of dayâ€™s end work their magic."â€”Publishers Weekly, starred review

"Castilloâ€™s evocative illustrations are warm and comforting and set exactly the right tone. Best

known for her middle grade novels, Graff proves that she can deliver the goods to picture book

audiences."â€”School Library Journal "Graff and Castillo beautifully capture the customary rituals

(and challenges) of bedtime."â€”Booklist "The pictures look downright magical at book&#39;s end

when luminous wallpaperâ€”a rich blue with golden stars and crescent moonsâ€”fills up the

background of cozy closing images, creating interior starry splendor. A very good goodnight book."



â€”Kirkus "The way the parents continue to carry out the nighttime rituals all the way through to a

final hug and a â€œwe love youâ€• is respectful of the childâ€™s independence, while encouraging

kids at home to settle in and allow themselves to fall asleep, too."â€”Horn Book Praise for Nana in

the City *A 2015 Caldecott Honor Book*Huffington Post Best Picture Book about Family An NYPL

100 Books for Reading and Sharing A 100 Scope Notes Top 20 Book of 2014 * "[Nana in the City]

deserves a place on the shelf of classic New York City picture books."â€”Publishers Weekly, starred

review "Castillo&#39;s soft, warmly colored art expresses the child&#39;s changing feelings about

the city while also depicting the characters&#39; close bond."â€”Kirkus Â "A fine example of how

firsthand experience can overcome initial fear."â€”School Library Journal "A rewarding picture book

with a vibrant setting."â€”Booklist "The accessible story arc outlines worthwhile messages about

openness to new experiences and changing one&#39;s persepctive, all couched in the security of

spending time with a loved one."â€”Horn Book Magazine

Amazing, whimsical, and unique. This story on bedtime offers a fresh take on the least favorite part

of any kid's day. As a parent, it made me more empathetic to my child's refusals to go down quietly

into the night.

My grandsons loved this - they have all sorts of ways to put off bedtime, too!

I like this book and author.

My 21/2 year old grandson loves this book. When he took it out of the wrapping at Christmas, before

he had even read it he hugged it to his chest. He is very particular about books, gravitating toward

dinosaurs and super heroes, so we were pleased this was a hit.

Love reading to my Granddaughter good book

Lisa Graff is one of our family's favorite authors. This book is adorable and will be read to my kids

for years to come.

Great gift for our young little niece. She and her mother are enjoying it.

A gift for a nephew.
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